Hi everyone,
Hope you have all had a good holiday season – we certainly did,
with Melanie and Benji having finished school for the year, and
Nicki and Tim visiting us from NZ. Time to “chill out” (in the heat!),
celebrate Nicki’s 21st, and a bit of sightseeing at the last to show
Tim South America’s largest hydroelectric dam and the famous
Iguazu falls. Pictures can tell a thousand words:

The Annual Conference for NTM Missionaries was a
special time for us in December, where we could
fellowship with others who have left home and country,
and to encourage and be encouraged. The speakers for
the kids and teens were also very positive for Benji and
Melanie.
Other “Holiday Highlights” were visits and
communication with various of our ex-club kids:D.M. is growing and maturing in his walk with God; his
understanding was reflected in the advice to Nicki on her
birthday: “Don’t try anymore to be a good person, seek only after God and truly get to know God, and from there the good
works will naturally flow”. He continues working at the Christian orphanage in Asuncion, sharing God’s love with the boys
there. He is also studying at a university.
P. has finally broken free from the “clan”, and joined the army, however this did not
result well for him, and to cover bills his family were responsible for he had to leave
and look for a job. A day after he got one, the Christian orphanage rang him and
said there was a vacancy. He was given a trial period, during which he was really
tested in many ways, but has grown and learnt through that, and now is taking
responsibility for his weaknesses and has decided to follow God no matter what.
A. who when he was at club with us was an awkward, difficult teen, has become a
Christian, goes to an evangelical church and is radically changed. He has started up
his own plant growing business, and talks enthusiastically and confidently about many things!
D.A. who has had exposure to the “message” for years, finally admitted that he never actually understood what salvation
was all about. Frank was able to sit down with him and explain it correctly, and now he is changing and wanting to grow in
his faith.

O. has finished high school, and has decided that he wants to make a difference and become a doctor. This means leaving his
family, friends and town, and moving to a new place by himself with no support. He knows it will be difficult, but says
“Together with God I am willing to try this, otherwise I’ll still be sitting here 40 years on
not having done anything with my life”.
Personally for me (Joanna) these past two months have been a time of faith testing in
many ways, but I have been learning (once again) to trust in God, to see Him act and
provide in different areas, and to rest in the fact that He knows the future and his plans
for me are good ones. Health wise I have been slowly improving, and the doctor has
changed my medication which is much better than before.
Melanie is still working out intensively, and has been training others as well. We enjoy
seeing her many talents develop.
In December Benji had the worst case of chicken
pox I’ve ever seen, and still has marks all over his
body! Pray for him this year, as socially things
become more complicated at the age he is at. It is
really hard to find suitable friends.
Well, that’s about it for the moment,
Thanks to all who have prayed, emailed and sent us special packages over the last
while, it has been much appreciated!!!!!
Lots of love,
Francisco, Joanna, Melanie and Benji.

