Hi friends!

Well, the past two months have been
a combination of refreshing,
renewing and reconnecting, amid
the extremes of high temperatures
we have been having here.
Here are a few of the incredible
created creatures we have come in
contact with at the same time!

REFRESHING
A missionary conference in
December was a special time of
refreshment for us. One of the
speakers from the States, Bill, really
ministered to our hearts with his
insightful messages.

Frank and I were asked to
run the games for the
teens, which was fun but
tiring! These TCK kids were
a great bunch and a positive
testimony to their families
who give their lives serving
in difficult situations.

Due to the intense heat (37
in the shade!), most of the
games involved water!

RENEWING
It was really
special to have
Nicki home over
the holiday period,
and the highlight
of that time for all
of us was a road
trip through Brazil
that eventually
(1300kms later)
ended at the….

…Beach!!!!!!!
(You have to be that far from it,
to actually appreciate it!!!!!)

Those 6 days were truly a
renewal for our souls,
spirits and bodies, just
drinking in the beauty and
awesomeness of God’s
creation, and having time
to enjoy each other.

RECONNECTING
Nicki and Tim (van Maanen)
announced their engagement in
November, and so it was really
special that Tim made it over
here for his two weeks leave in
January! Was great to spend
time talking over their future
plans and just all hanging out
together as a family.

Benji is now in year 11, so for the
first time will have different
teachers for each subject, and will
be completing work 100% online.
He has various personal goals he is
working towards, including learning
more languages and travelling to
different parts of the world!

Melanie is kicking off the year with
the development of her new
business – a calisthenics park. She
has bought the posts, poles, bars,
rope etc, and together she and
Frank are constructing it! This
year she will be working with that
and as a personal trainer, as well
as finishing off Level 3 NCEA, so
will be a busy girl!!!

Well, that’s about all our news for the moment, we trust that you have also been able
to refresh, renew and reconnect over the holidays.

Wishing you Gods richest blessings for 2019,
Love from Francisco, Joanna, Nicki, Melanie and Benji.

