Hi friends!
How are you all? Here’s the news from Paraguay…

The Ratcliffe family
As we detailed in our last email, the accident that our dear
friends the Ratcliffes have suffered is having a big impact
on us all. The death of their daughter, Emily (15 years,
pictured left, with an indigenous child) is so incredibly
tragic and difficult to understand. We are now walking
the first few steps of grief and pain with them, and
although we sense the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it will be
a long and incredibly hard road to travel in the next while.
We praise God for the many, many people who rallied
round in the first few days to help in every way imaginable
and also for the rapid healing that has occurred in all the
surviving members of the family. The impact this
situation is making positively in the lives of many people
who know them just continues to ripple out, because of
their strong testimony of faith in God in spite of the
circumstances.

Please pray for them, as they are truly on the “front lines”
in this country, entering indigenous communities where
the gospel often has never been heard before, and where
the strongholds of witchcraft still remain strong.

Literacy classes
Frank’s literacy classes with the 6 - 12 year old’s has been good and difficult this first half of the year. The
main difficulty is the lack of discipline and self-control that the kids show, as this is absent in their home
life as well.

The positives are the fact that their
attendance has been very regular, and
they are very attentive during the
story telling time, which means Frank
is able to input positive truths into
their lives.

Teen Club
Teen club has expanded to include more than just teens, we now also have some adults participating, and
sincerely seeking to know God! This is very encouraging for us.

•

The group is learning new skills in art and in cooking,
and Frank continues to challenge them to follow
Jesus 100% no matter the cost.

In this traditionalistic society, deviating from what “everyone does” is incredibly difficult, as what people
think of you is paramount and the family clans are very domineering and powerful.
We deliberately teach new games and skills as a way of opening their minds to a different way of doing
things……

The Oasis
•

We have had two families use Oasis to
date, and their comments were as
follows:

•

“The atmosphere is very calming and
peaceful – our visit with you guys was
like a balm to my soul!”

•

“There are no words to thank you for
the amazing time we had! It was such a
refreshment and blessing to our souls!
We really enjoyed getting to know you
guys. We will definitely be seeing you
up there again!!”

This is the beginning of what we pray and believe will be a continuing blessing to many
“front-line” workers.

In our last newsletter we mentioned a health issue that I (Joanna) have – we are so thankful for a
good friend in NZ who has helped us connect with gynaecologists and enabled phone
consultations in order to sort this out. The outcome of this is that (all going to plan) we will wait
till our next time in NZ (probably mid/end of 2020) to have the necessary operation and followup. Thanks to those of you who have been praying about this.
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Mel & Ben
•

Melanie and Benji have also been very
affected by the accident, but have been, and
continue to be, very helpful and supportive of
the Ratcliffe family.

•

Melanie continues with a tight schedule of
fitness and clients – please pray that she will
also get the necessary schoolwork done to
complete NCEA level 3 this year. She is a
good help to many of the older teens,
encouraging them to read their Bibles and
follow what God wants for their lives.

•

Calisthenics park in action

•

Benji has been working consistently on all his
subjects, and his teachers are very pleased
with his progress this year. He continues to
find areas of social life difficult to comprehend
but is very friendly and sincere with all he
comes in contact with, showing genuine care
and love.

•

Thank you to all who support us in many
different ways – together with you, we are a
team! May you know God’s blessing as you
serve him in your part of the world too,

•

Love from Francisco, Joanna, Melanie and
Benji Fleitas

