On Tuesday 6th June, a team of 12 (6 bible teachers: Fidele, Benjamin, Kyungu, Chola, Jeremy, &
Andre, a driver: Mubanga, a board member who works with women: Isabel, Geoff & CarolAnne and
Murray & I) left in 2 Land cruisers for Katoka. On that first day, we traveled 462 km to a village called
Mutshatsha where we met with the local church leaders and slept the night. The first two thirds of this
road was tarmac and pretty good so we made good time. The next morning, after a visit to the local
church building and leaving a gift to help with repairs to the doors and windows, we headed off for
Katoka. We took about 8 hours to cover the around 212 km to Katoka. The road was bad but passable
so no real problems. We received a great welcome by Sandy Meikle and the church leaders there.
The next day the bible teaching conference began. The leadership course, which we had just finished
translating into Chokwe, the local language, was taught. The teaching is mainly done in small groups
with the teachers facilitating the discussion and helping people to discover what the bible is saying. This
method of learning was new to many people but really appreciated. Many comments of appreciation of
the content and method of teaching were received. One guy said “we really had to dig in to God’s word
and find the answers” The conference ran from 8 in the morning till noon, an hour and a half break for
lunch, then from 1.30 to 5.30 pm for the next 3 days. It finished on the Sunday morning with a church
service at which Murray gave the message and around 50 people responded to an appeal for people to
come forward in commitment to Christ and for baptism. Thank you to those of you who prayed. I have
attached a photo of the team with some of the local elders.
Monday, we headed back (about 11 hour’s drive) to a town called Kolwezi where the next conference
was to be taught. Tuesday everyone had a rest day before beginning the next conference which is
teaching the “Living the Gospel” course on the Wednesday. After the first session half the team,
(Murray & I, Geoff & CarolAnne, Mubanga & Isabel) came back to Lubumbashi in one car to prepare for
the next trip and the others stayed to finish teaching the course. Fidele reports really good numbers and
good participation, so please pray for this conference.
Mubanga & Kabila will need to leave with the truck loaded with all the solar gear for Mulongo in the
next few days so there is much to do to get the truck and the solar gear ready. A team will follow the
truck to Mulongo next week and will work on installing a 240volt solar power system at Mulongo
Hospital. Very providentially (thank you Lord) 2 truckloads of medical equipment, some of which
requires 240 power to run, have just been given to the hospital at Mulongo. This will be a great help to
the hospital and it is wonderful that we should soon have an affordable power source that will allow the
hospital to use it. Thank the Lord for His wonderful provision.
Blessings
Murray & Joy

